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PRESS RELEASE 
Council of Ministers paves way for DARIAH-PL consortium into European structures 
Warsaw, 1 July 2015 – The Council of Ministers at its meeting on the last day of June of this year agreed to incorporation of DARIAH-PL consortium into the European structure of DARIAH-ERIC (Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts and Humanities) conducting international digital humanities researches. DARIAH-PL, currently comprising 18 institutions, is the largest research consortium in the history of Polish humanities. Its objective includes development of and cooperation between institutions and researchers engaged in projects using digital infrastructure to conduct projects in the humanities and the arts in our country. 

The decision of the Council of Ministers highlighted the application efforts which had been undertaken for a few months by the Board and the consortium members as well as the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. During the preparations, projects conducted by the consortium members, their infrastructural resources and their possible tool and intellectual input into DARIAH-ERIC operations were analysed. The Polish application was also considered by the Council of the National Programme for the Development of Humanities which gave its approval and recommended that the Polish consortium join the network of ERIC (European Research Infrastructure Consortium). The next step in the formal process of Poland’s incorporation into the European structures is the approval of the General Meeting of DARIAH-ERIC. This decision is expected to be made in the next few months.
"The Council of Ministers made a very good decision. We are pleased that the door to the European structures are wide open for Polish research institutions which practise the humanities and the arts. Our cooperation is an unprecedented project – after just a few month of the consortium members’ cooperation one can see what significant opportunities we have and how much we can achieve on the European level. We also know that our partners in Europe are looking forward to welcome us and they have huge expectations. Therefore we do not stop in our cooperation and are in the process of developing new methods and research tools which are important for developing research. Importantly, our initiative is in direct contradiction to false claims about the alleged crisis of Polish humanities” - said Professor Aleksander Bursche, Ph.D., President of the Board of DARIAH-PL Consortium. 

Concurrently with formal works connected with incorporation of DARIAH-PL into DARIAH-ERIC substantive actions of the consortium are being undertaken with the aim to develop current humanities research infrastructure and develop a new one, which is used in particular to conduct international projects. On 22-23 May of this year the consortium members participated in workshops during which they worked out initial concepts of cooperation in three groups: 1. technologies and tools; 2. image, item and sound; 3. word and text. Members of each group exchanged their expertise and current experience in conducting research in digital humanities and developing research infrastructure. They also discussed the best organization of working groups which are to become the basis for the consortium operations. The next annual conference DARIAH-PL, "DARIAH-PL 2015 Conference. Digital Humanities: researching text, image and sound” is to take place on 26-27 November in Lublin and its main organizer is Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in cooperation with the Ministry of Science and Higher Education. 

***

Digital humanities involve using digital technologies and tools in research and education in the field of the humanities and the arts. It includes both raising issues long associated with a certain discipline by using digital tools and asking new research questions which would not be possible without state-of-the-art technology. 

The consortium, whose objective is to organize cooperation in this new, important area, was formed in August 2014 and in the first half of 2015 was enlarged by five new institutions. Currently the consortium comprises: the University of Warsaw (Consortium Coordinator), Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, National Library, Institute of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry of the Polish Academy of Sciences – Poznan Supercomputing and Networking Centre, Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Computer Science of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Slavic Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Wrocław University of Technology, Jagiellonian University, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, Pedagogical University in Cracow, University of Silesia, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and University of Wrocław. The main body of the consortium is the Board composed of representatives of all consortium members which operates pursuant to the Agreement and the Rules and Regulations.
DARIAH-ERIC currently comprises 15 founding-members (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Greece, the Netherlands, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, Germany, Serbia, Slovenia, Italy). The consortia of each country include the most respectable European institutions which develop research infrastructure for the humanities and the arts. Besides the German consortium, the Polish Consortium is the largest national agreement of the European network.
Further information on DARIAH-PL consortium is available at the temporary website www.dhlab.uw.edu.pl. A new website will be launched soon after the decision to incorporate the consortium into DARIAH-ERIC.
---

For more information, please contact:

Karolina Brylska, Ph.D. 
University of Warsaw Team for DARIAH
mail: karolina.brylska@id.uw.edu.pl
tel. 508 388 334
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