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PRESS RELEASE
Next enlargement of DARIAH-PL Consortium  
Warsaw, 13 April 2015 – the Board of DARIAH-PL at its meeting on 10 April of this year decided to enlarge the consortium. The consortium admitted to its network institutions applying for membership: Adam Mickiewicz University and Institute of Fine Arts of the Polish Academy of Sciences. DARIAH-PL, which currently comprises 18 institutions, is the largest research consortium in the history of Polish humanities. Its objectives include development of and cooperation between institutions and researchers engaged in projects using digital infrastructure to conduct projects in the humanities and the arts in our country. 

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, one of the best Polish universities, continues the traditions of Lubrański Academy and the Jesuit College in Poznań which used to be gems of the educational system of the First Polish Republic. Today the University, which for many years in all rankings has been at the very top of the best Polish high education schools representing European standards of education and research, is experiencing a period of comprehensive research, educational and investment growth. Over 47,000 of first and second cycle students and over 1300 doctoral students study 49 majors and 183 specialities at 14 departments of the University. More and more students enrol in postgraduate studies and educational courses.

The Institute of Arts of the Polish Academy of Sciences is an inter-disciplinary research institution whose responsibilities include research into and documentation of Polish art and artistic culture in the field of the fine arts and architecture, music, theatre, film and audio-visual art, taking into consideration the European and global context. In addition to the efforts of individuals, the Institute’s academic and research activities include numerous collective efforts surpassing the capabilities of an individual researcher and requiring a set of institutional tools. The Institute of Arts of the Polish Academy of Sciences, holding the largest collection of archival materials in Poland and one of the richest in Europe, aspires to become a European leader in the digitization of archival materials.
The enlargement of the consortium was carried out pursuant to the procedure laid down in the Consortium Agreement and the Rules and Regulations of the Board.
***

Digital humanities involve using digital technologies and tools in research and education in the field of the humanities and the arts. It includes both raising issues long associated with a certain discipline by using digital tools and asking new research questions which would not be possible without state-of-the-art technology. 

The consortium, whose objective is to organize cooperation in this new, important area, was formed in August 2014. Currently the consortium comprises: the University of Warsaw (Consortium Coordinator), Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, National Library, Institute of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry of the Polish Academy of Sciences – Poznan Supercomputing and Networking Centre, Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Computer Science of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Slavic Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Art of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Wrocław University of Technology, Jagiellonian University, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, Pedagogical University in Cracow, University of Silesia, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and University of Wrocław. The main body of the consortium is the Board composed of representatives of all consortium members which operates pursuant to the Agreement and the Rules and Regulations.

DARIAH-ERIC currently comprises 15 founding-members (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Greece, the Netherlands, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, Germany, Serbia, Slovenia, Italy). The consortia of each country include the most respectable European institutions which develop research infrastructure for the humanities and the arts. Besides the German consortium, the Polish Consortium is the largest national agreement of the European network.
Further information on DARIAH-PL consortium is available at a temporary website www.dhlab.uw.edu.pl. A new website will be launched soon after the decision to incorporate the consortium into DARIAH-ERIC.

---

For more information please contact:

Karolina Brylska, Ph.D. 
University of Warsaw Team for DARIAH

mail: karolina.brylska@id.uw.edu.pl
tel. 508 388 334
[image: image1.jpg]