[image: image1.jpg]




PRESS RELAESE 
Enlargement of DARIAH-PL consortium 
Warsaw, 31 January 2015 – At the meeting on 30 January of this year the Board of DARIAH-PL decided to enlarge the consortium. The consortium admitted to the network institutions applying for membership: Nicolaus Copernicus University, University of Wrocław and Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences. DARIAH-PL, currently comprising 16 institutions, is the largest research consortium in the history of Polish humanities. Its objectives include development of and cooperation between institutions and researchers engaged in projects using digital infrastructure to conduct projects in the humanities and the arts in our country.  

Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, founded in 1945, is one of the largest universities in Poland both by the number of students and fields of study offered. It offers education to 30,000 students at 17 faculties. They have 79 fields of study, over 100 specialisations, 130 courses and postgraduate studies to choose from. The University is authorised to award the degree of doctor in 25 academic disciplines and the degree of doctor habilitated in 22 disciplines, which encourages variety of researches conducted.

The University of Wrocław is one the largest universities in Central Europe. It continues the traditions of the former University dating back to Leopold Academy founded in 1702 and Jan Kazimierz University in Lvov founded in 1661. These traditions were combined in 1945, starting a new phase in the history of the University of Wrocław. Today it is a modern higher education school which employs nearly 2,000 academics and teaches nearly 28,000 students, doctoral students and postgraduate students at 10 faculties.  
Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences was founded in 1953 as a research establishment of the Polish Academy of Sciences - a corporation of scholars as well as a community of institutes representing various branches of learning. The founder of the Institute and its first director was an eminent historian of the medieval period professor doctor Tadeusz Manteuffel (1902-1970). The Institute conducts research in Polish and World history, from the Middle Ages up to the 20th century. The Institute has a significant research potential. About 100 employees participate in research and development works and apart from individual projects conduct documentation works meeting the needs of the entire historical science in Poland (dictionaries, atlases and biographies) as well as edition of source texts to history of Poland from the Middle Ages up to the modern times.

The enlargement of the consortium was carried out pursuant to the procedure laid down in the Consortium Agreement and the Rules and Regulation of the Board.

***

Digital humanities involve using digital technologies and tools in research and education in the field of the humanities and the arts. It includes both raising issues long associated with a certain discipline by using digital tools and asking new research questions which would not be possible without state-of-the-art technology. 

The consortium, whose objective is to organize cooperation  in this new, important area, was formed in August 2014.  Currently the consortium comprises: University of Warsaw (Consortium Coordinator), Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw, National Library, Institute of Literary Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry of the Polish Academy of Sciences – Poznan Supercomputing and Networking Centre, Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of the Polish Language at the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Computer Science of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Institute of Slavic Studies of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Wrocław University of Technology, Jagiellonian University, Maria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lublin, Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń, Pedagogical University in Cracow, University of Silesia, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań and University of Wrocław. The main body of the consortium is the Board composed of representatives of all consortium members which operates pursuant to the Agreement and the Rules and Regulations.

DARIAH-ERIC currently comprises 15 founding-members (Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Cyprus, Denmark, France, Greece, the Netherlands, Ireland, Luxembourg, Malta, Germany, Serbia, Slovenia, Italy). The consortia of each country include the most respectable European institutions which develop research infrastructure for the humanities and the arts. Besides the German consortium, the Polish Consortium is the biggest national agreement of the European network.
Further information on DARIAH-PL consortium is available at a temporary website www.dhlab.uw.edu.pl. A new website will be launched soon after the decision to admit the consortium to DARIAH-ERIC.

---

For more information please contact:

Karolina Brylska, Ph.D. 
University of Warsaw Team for DARIAH

mail: karolina.brylska@id.uw.edu.pl
tel. 508 388 334
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